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Meeting Outcomes
Meeting Date:                  19/06/2014
Meeting Type:                 General Meeting 
Attendance:                     Around 70 member and guests 
Prepared:        27/06/2014
Location:                           CWA Hall Cooroy

1)   INTRODUCTION & APOLOGIES

Apologies from Jane Pitman and Crs. Sandy Bolton and Joe Jurisevic 

2)   MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
 It was proposed by Rod Ritchie and Seconded by Clyte Glass that the Minutes of 
the previous Management Committeee Meeting on 17 April be passed. 

3)   BUSINESS ARISING
Nil

 

4)   OTHER BUSINESS

• Rod Ritchie appealed for the position of Secretary to be filled.
• He advised the meeting Rural Pursuits are joining the Hinterland website – 
countrysidenoosa.com.au
• He also advised the meeting that Duncan McQueen had produced an interesting 
video of Cooroy township.
• He then spoke of the changes that he has seen in Cooroy over the last 15 years. 
These included the closure of the Boral Mill site and Hospital, the new library being 
built, the work carried out at the Butter Factory and Mill Place zone. He spoke of the 
Christmas in Cooroy activities, the Cooroy Fusion Festival, Cooroy Originals and the 
improvements to the dining, sport and recreation facilities.
• Rod concluded by introducing the Guest Speaker: Cr. Noel Playford.

5)   GUEST SPEAKER

Cr. Noel Playford started his address by remarking on some of the changes he’d in the 
district over many decades. 

He then went on to speak of how the new Noosa Council was progressing.

In the six months since its formation, it was necessary to get 350 people to rebuild a 
council. It has been necessary to develop the right sort of organization with improved 
services, less bureaucracy and have a can-do attitude. He gave examples of the hard 
work being carried out with some employees working very long hours without overtime, 
to get the job done.

He also spoke of the substantial savings being made by eliminating unnecessary, 
costly items such as unused telephone lines, and reducing the number of staff 



vehicles.

He spoke of future plans for Community Engagement in policy decision making by the 
creation of a Community Jury, initiatives for the local economy, and diversification of 
the economy. 

He then spoke about the council’s budget with the plan for no rate increases above 
CPI for the next 10 years.

He concluded his address with some details of the Capital Program which will be 
double that of previous years but be financially sustainable and with no debt being 
raised.

The meeting ended with a well supported question and answer session which clearly 
demonstrated the interest generated by our speaker Cr. Noel Playford.

COOROY AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION: Cr Playford Meeting Questions                                                                                                                   

The address triggered a wide-ranging discussion with many questions to Cr Playford and 
others present on issues such as:

- Flood mapping status following the 2012 floods and public consultation, plus mitigation 
plans and timeframes.
- Alternatives to chemical spraying,
- The cancellation of the Christmas party held by Land for Wildlife
- How much cash is to come from SCRC  following the split-up?
- How is co-operation between the two councils going?
- how is the proposed Community Jury selection to be made?
- Has a light rail to Noosa been mentioned to the councilors?
- Will electric buses be smaller in future?
- How can we support the EDV and can pressure be put on our local member Glen Elmes?
- Any thoughts on having no Shire divisions?
- How is the Noosa Plan update going?
- The date for the Noosa Long Weekend is to be held in October, tickets for locals may be 
purchased 
   at the Books and Writing festival 26 July at Cooroy library.
 - Why is ‘Shire’ omitted from council vehicles?
 - Any plans to improve the bridge/ Fire Station junction?

In response to some of the questions, the meeting was advised that:

• Flood mitigation work is ongoing. Repairs carried out to a drain in Oak St where a 
property was inundated. Ashgrove Drive needs urgent work. A public meeting will be help in 
Cooroy.
• The costs of slashing and mowing were much more that the cost of the chemicals 
used,
• The Land for Wildlife Christmas party should be held this year,
• There are ongoing meetings between the 2 councils to try to agree on various 
matters including cash settlements.
• The two councils have an amicable relationship.
• Community Jury selection will probably be carried out by a random selection of 
ratepayers.
• The light rail matter is considered unlikely due to the cost and our small population.
• Consideration is being given to the electric bus issues.



• The EDV matter will eventually be decided upon by the State Government
• The present system of having no divisions is considered to be working well.
• The omission of ‘Shire’ is because it is not considered necessary as we are all part of 
Noosa.
• The bridge/ Fire Station junction is a matter for Main Roads. Although a roundabout 
would be an improvement, as there are not many accidents, no funds are forthcoming.

6)   NEXT MEETING & CLOSE

a)   The next meeting is a Management Committee Meeting  scheduled for 17 July2014.

b)   The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.


